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FOR H@S COORDINATION IS TEXT OF PROPOSED ID LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENT

OF NEW . SNAPFRAN TEST SERIES PLAN ED FOR RELEASE JUNE 14 CLN

CORE DAMAGE POSSIBLE IN FORTHCOMING AEROSPACE. REACTOR SAFETY

TESTS AT NETS.

A NEW SERIES CF SAFETY TESTS INVOLVING A SNAP 10A TYPE
3

AEROSPACE REACTOR AT THE NATIONAL REACTOR TESTING STATION IN IDAHO

IS EXPECTED TO APPROACH POWER LEVELS THAT COULD DAMAGE THE CORE,

THE ATOMIC ENERGY COQ MISSIO1,5 IDAHO OPERATIONS OFFICE ANNOUNCED
2
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TODAY.

THE SERIES IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN ABOUT JUNE 15 1965.

SAFETY PROCEDURES FOR EACH TEST WILL BE BASED ON THE

POSSIBILITY THAT THE CORE. WILL BF COMPLETELY D7STROYFD, AND ALL

TESTS WILL BE CONDUCTED UNDER THE SURVEILLANCE OF AN EXTENSIVE •

ON-SITE MONITORING EFFORT, ACCORDING TO W L GINkEL,. MANAGER CF THE

AECP,:7 IDAHO OFFICE.

THE STRICT METEOROLOGICAL AND OPERATING CONTROLS ARE TO

ASSURE THAT THE TESTS WILL NOT CREATE A HAZARD TO•THEGENERAL

PUBLIC OFF SITE OP TO EMPLOYEES AT THE NRTS.

THE TEST REACTOR, CALLED.SNAPTRAN-1 /SYSTEMS FOR NUCLEAR

AUXILIARY POWER TRANSIENT TEST-1/,. IS SIMILAR TO THE ONE WHICH •

RECENTLY OPERATED IN SPACE FO r3 .24 DAYS. SNAPTRAN-1 'HAS BEEN

OPERATED AT NETS SINCE FALL 1964 IN. A PROGRAM OF KINETICS STUDIES

TO DETERMINE THE TEMPERATURE EXPANSION EFFECTS CAUSED BY BOTH

SUS EN AND GRADUAL CHANGES IN THE RATE OF FISSIONING AND,

CONSEQUENTLY, IN THE REACTOR/S POWER LEVELS.

THE NEW TESTS ARE BEING PLANNED TO OBTAIN DATA ON IEMPERATURF,

PEAK POWER, AND ENERGY RELEASE IN iiEGIONS NOT PREVIOUSLY EXPLORED

AND TO DETERMINE THE POSSIBILITY OF CORE DAMAGE UNDER THESE MOPE

EXTREME OPERATING CONDITIONS. AN IMPORTANT GOAL IS LEARNING .09F
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ABOUT THE KINETIC BEHAVIOR OF ..SAP 10A ZIRCONIUM HYDRIDE-URATUM

FUEL, WHICH. ALSO HAS POTENTIAL FOR OTHER SMALL REACTOR SYSTEMS.

ALTHOUGH POWER LEVELS FOR THE FORTHCOMING TESTS ARE EXPECTED

TO BE HIGH, THEY WILL BE MUCH LESS THAN IS PLANNED. FOR THE •

DELIBERATE DESTRUCTIVE TEST OF A SIMILAR REACTOR CALLED

TTVELY SCHEDULED FOR DO MBLR OF THIS YEAR. A THIRD UNIT

/::7AFTAN-3/ THE CURRENT AEiOSPACE REACTOR 'SAFETY PROGRAM •AT

NAT . ELIVEATELY DESTROYED  APRIL 1 1964 IN A WATER. IMMERSION TEST.
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